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speak to your academic acumen and those skills that will be necessary for success in law 
school. You'll also need to craft a personal statement. Length varies by law school in what 
they prefer, but the personal statement is your opportunity to tell your story and why you 
deserve a seat in the incoming class. You'll have to provide transcripts for all of your 
undergraduate work. And then the well-known Law School Admission Test, which is also 
a requirement for law school. And you have to be able to meet deadlines because 
deadlines are critical to whether or not you get your file reviewed in time for the 
admissions committee to make their decisions.  

Yessenia: You mention that a student can major in anything they wish, so what about 
students who have science backgrounds? Do they put a prospective student at a 
disadvantage for applying to law school? 

Troy: Absolutely not. As I said earlier, students can major in anything that they choose to 
at the undergraduate level. What's important is that they have a strong record when it's 
all said and done. Science—a science background actually may be helpful to some 
students in terms of preparing for the test itself. Students, however, may need to do some 
extra work around traditional writing, as opposed to technical writing, which will be 
important to success in law school. 

Yessenia: That's really good information to know about, that writing additional work. 
And my final question that many of our registrants want to know: Does it carry more 
weight if students go straight to law school from undergraduate school? 

Troy: The short answer to that, Yessenia, is no. It does not carry more weight if you go 
straight through law school from undergrad. In fact, it could be helpful. It could be 
advantageous to students who are already in school mode, so to speak, as they prepare 
for the LSAT, and they have developed their study habits to get through undergrad, it 
might be beneficial for them to go straight through. But sometimes it's a good idea to take 
time off, maybe even work, a summer internship, gain some experience so that that 
student has a better idea of what they actually want and then, in turn, can use those 
experiences in their personal statement to share with the admissions committee why 
they're ready for law school and the study of the law. 

Yessenia: So, there are different options of going straight to law school after 
undergraduate or, for reasons that are particular to an individual, they can decide to go 
afterwards. Good ideas to think about. 



 
 

 

Troy: Absolutely. In fact, we're seeing a lot of applications from students who are what 
are considered nontraditional, where they've taken time off and worked sometimes one or 
two years, sometimes ten, twenty years. It just depends. But once again, that adds to the 
diversity of the classroom because they're bringing different experiences to the study of 
law, so, you know, either way it's a good thing. 

Yessenia: Thank you. And that ends our session for today. Thank you, Mr. Riddle, for 
being with us and helping our DiscoverLaw registrants learn more about the law school 
admissions process. We want you to stay involved with DiscoverLaw, so stay tuned for 
more podcasts. 


