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law school selection process. Support, also, for their dream of going to law school, and 
frankly, this is true especially of some students for whom friends and/or family are 
perhaps less informed and/or less supportive than they might be. And I would say, 
finally, probably insight into—insight into expectations regarding the high academic 
achievement for law school—law school applicants.  

Troy: Vielka, I agree with you 100 percent on those benefits. Thank you. Are there any 
tips that you would give to a student who is unsure whether he or she should pursue a 
career in law?  

Vielka: Well, I will say this: Law school and a legal career can be very challenging, so 
it's very important for students to really explore whether they're comfortable committing to 
the demands of law school and a legal career. I would speak to your prelaw advisor 
about opportunities to meet with lawyers and observe lawyers carrying out their duties. 
This can be done also in the form of informational interviews. You might identify, through 
your prelaw advisor, opportunities for mentoring relationships or law student–shadowing 
programs. All of these give prelaw students an opportunity to examine up close the real 
life of lawyers, not just what's on, perhaps, to date myself, L.A. Law or, you know, more 
currently Boston Legal. That's fantasy; that's TV, and it's enjoyable. But it's not what 
lawyers actually do, and it's so important for law students—prelaw students, pardon 
me—especially those who are not sure that they're ready to commit to that path, to really 
explore what real lawyers actually do and how they function. Law career—a law career 
can be just incredibly satisfying and rewarding, but it's really important to know that you 
actually are interested in and able to perform the task that will be required of you. 
Lawyers are, you know, at base, Troy, at some level, lawyers are researchers and writers 
and critical thinkers and leaders, frankly. And you need to make sure that you really 
enjoy using those skills—that you love to read, that you really enjoy writing, and that 
you're a really strong researcher. 

Troy: I couldn't have said that better myself, Vielka. Thank you, thank you. And thank you 
to the DiscoverLaw.org registrants listening in. Please visit the site for a new podcast, and 
be sure to tell your friends to visit the site as well. Until next time.  

 


